New mower is answer to
“Christmas Wish” for local man

Don't be surprised if lawn-mowing
season arrives a little eary to the
100 block of Nevada Street in Glid-
den. Although it’s January, it may be
a little difficult keeping Jack Tryon
from firing up the brand new John
Deere 176 riding mower Nate Puck
of Horizon Equipment in Manning
delivered on Jan. 3.

As you may have guessed, there's
more (o this story than another guy
getting a new Iawnmower. The
mower was a Christmas Wish that
was granted as part of Carroll
Broadcasting’s “All 1 Want For
Christmas” program where listeners
sent letiers making requests to
Carroll Broadeasting. Through pub-
lic and private donations, as many
wishes as possible were granted.

This particular letter was sent to
the radic stations by Tryon's sister,
Sandy, who is also Jack's legal
guardian. The brother and his
vounger sister lived the early part of
their life in this arca then the family
moved to Colorado where they grew
up. Their mother, Maxine Tryon,
moved back here and lives in an
apartment in Glidden. Sandy and
Jack moved here in November 2005
and live 10gether in a hoose.

“I call him Amazing Jack," the
letter began, The letier explained
how five vears ago, at age 47, Jack
suffered a serious stroke that af-
fected the left side of his brain, the
side that controls thought process
and speech. Sandy stated, “It was so
bad that they gave him only 12
hours to live. His brain was so dam-
aged that the doctors had to have-a
meeting 1o decide if they would take
him into rehab. They did only be-
cause he was so young. They left
basically no hape for any recavery.”

After six weeks in rehab, his sib-
lings picked him up and drove him
to Sandy's home ar the time in Mis-
souri.-Jack went from being totally
bedridden and needing maximum
assistance 10 one day surprising
Sandy by flinging the bedroom door
open. Jack had gotten himself into
the wheelchair in the room and had
figured out how it worked, “He was
all smiles,” Sandy wrote, *1 cried,”
she added.

Once in-home therapy stopped, the
family drove him 1o get help in
fearning again to walk, dress him-
self, ete. “Speech was his higgest
obstacle and still is. He has taught us
how to communicate. *Show me' is
a term [ use a lot when he gets frus-
trated. Next step is “draw me a pic-
ture." Words are hard, but he is very
sharp with numbers on paper.”

She wrote how Jack pushes him-
selfl daily with exercise on bath an
exercise bike and a stepper. “He
takes on jobs around the house o
help. He was an active person before
the stroke and needs to be needed ™
The stroke left his right arm and
hand inactive, but Sandy wrote how
Jack washes dishes with one hand
and always has coffee made.

The letier went on to explain how
Jack worked his way up 1o mowing
the yard last summer after 2 cousin
donated an old push lawnmower.
“lack wanted 10 mow, He figured
out how to stan it. He did about two
sweeps and was worn out. Mind
you, be does this with onc band. Al
the ead of the semmecr be could do
the whole vard 2ad was very peoud
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The Tryon family received a
phone call from Carroll Broadcast-
ing telling them their wish had been
granted. and then some! Not only
were they receiving, free of charge,
a riding mower with controls on the
left side. but it was a NEW John
Deere!

crete slab where a car is normally
parked.

Puek was asked why his company
agreeil o become involved and grant
this wish. “Lynda ealled and read
the letter. We thought it was a
vthwhile project.”

Dhukes said this was the first time

- 1 T
In the Driver’s Seat!

Jack Tryon sits on his brand new John Deere riding lawn mower
moments after it was delivered to his Glidden home. Looking on (l-r)
are his sister, Sandy, Nate Puck of Horizon Equipment in M_ﬁ:rﬂng and

Gen e

of Carroll B

mowaer

Kim Hacketl, eral

came from Horfzen Equipment through Carroll Broadcasting's "All |

Want For Christimas" program. The gi

Moments pricr to the mower's ar-
rival, Jack, Sandy, Maxine, and a
cousin, Paul “Frosty” Walkup, were
in the kitchen of Sapdy and Jack's
home. They were discussing how
excited Jack was to be receiving
such a coveted gift and mentioned
his excitement kept him from
sleeping all that well the night be-
fore. Before long, Sandy looked out
the front door and yelled, “It's a
John Deere, Jack!™ Jack, whose vo-
cabulary of less than [0 words in-
cludes some profanity, not unusual
for stroke victims, exclaimed, “H-¢-
eey!G._ DM

The gathering moved oudoors on
an unusually warm afternoon. Kim
Hacken, General Manager of Carroll
Broadcasting, and Lynda Dukes of
Carroll Broadcasting introduced
themselves and Mr. Puck. A mo-
ment later Jack was sitting on his
brand new riding lawnmower. He
started it up and drove it a short dis-
tance forward and back on the con-

was delivered on January 3.

in the ¢ight vears of the program that
wishes were opened up 1o adults.
The outpouring of leters from the
public was so massive all requests
simply couldn’t be met. Upon sceing
Jack on that lawnmower, che wag
asked how she felt knowing she
helped his wish come truc. “There
are no words.” Dokes respanded.

Hacketl said the mower was one of
the biggest ilems ever received
through the program and she reiter-
ated thanks 1o Horizen Equipment.
Dn-site visits with the rec!
“All I Want For Christimas
kiave mot been common, especially
when the progmm was anly for chil-
dren. Parents would go o the radio
station and pick up the gift. “This i
awesome! 11 makes il a
while,” Ha

Jack can’t say the words “Thank
You," but he and his family showed
their appreciation with hogs and
smiles, and perhaps a tear or two.
And why not? It was an “Amazing"
kind of day!




