A family calling steered Tryon onto teaching, coaching road

By LARRY DEVINE
T Fadral g SIaM wiribes

A mative of Glidden, Jerry
Trvon found the road (o a long,
successiul career a1 a teacher
and coach right suside his
denr,

He just followed nghwal',lf
A muech of his cateer, & Lea
ilso blazed by his brothers,

Tryon last week wrap
up a 33-year education caneer,
spending the last 20 vears at
ArWe-Va. He coached for
nearly 30 of those 33 vears and
earned hall-of-fame honors,

’]'?;nngutururuerhmdalml
iri. his family of 10 children
— lght Boys amcl two glels,

3s:m Ell‘l.f the Imi Cmretr;ca.z
anel Dorothy Tryon, Jeery’s dic
servisd on Lﬁcr?l!ddenlgchml
Board more than 30 years af-
ter the family moved ihere in
1913,

I think Because ho ws 50
involved in the school board
wid the famidly wis so educa-
tonne amcl athletes-centered,
that was just the direction you
deifed into,” Jerry sald in a re-
cent interview

The  athletics example
was set by his brothers who
excelled im sports at Glidden
High School and Buens Vista
College,

Terry grew up walching his
brothers compete on many
sugcessful  Glidden  High
Sehool and Buena Yista teams.
They also plaved on Carmoll,
Coon H.u.pl:llﬂ prud Storm Lake
semi-pro baseball reams.

"I chased many foul Eballs
al the Carroll stadium,” Tryon
savs, “They used 1o have some
gond  baseball around  here,
tough baseball,”

K’uephmuu farnlly tracdition,

Tryon mcle hls own mark ns
an outstanding Glidden High
Sehool athlete in foothall, has-
ketball, track wnd baseball,

Mone of the family mem-
bers competed on o stat-
championship  team, Tryon
soys "but wo were always
knocking at the door.”

After graduating from Glid-
cler i D96 E, Jerry, Loo, went on
o Buena Vista and captained
e foontball teaem as a runmling
back during his senior season
in [9GEd,

Alter :luniln%_l in 1965,
Tryom's it teaching  and
coaching jobs took him o
Pomeroy-Palmer,  Ballard  of
Huxbey, Alta and Jefferson, He
also served as athletc director
at Alta and Jefferson.

At Al his boys rack team
won a state championship and
thee fooiball tenm ru]ILw.IPI:u i
couple of undefeated seasons
in years preceding the state
plavolfs.

It was also at Alla where
Tevon become good friends
with Al Ebster, whose baoys
basketball team theme won the
1972 state championship.

“Omie thing led to another,
and we decided 1o oy privite
business for awhile,” Tryon
ETE
S0 Trvon and Koster opened
their  Town Sporting  Goods
store on Main S3treet in down-
towen Carredl,

They operated the stone
for a few years before Koster
ol o chmce (o jodn the Kuae-
mper Catholic High School

faculty and become Wavne
CJ:IZIJ.T[[I.H."E assistant bovs bas-
kethall coach.

Also ot this time, Tryons

BSOS mentering  high
sthool and he wanted g coach

Jerry Tryon

thems,

Trvon rejolned the teaching
and coaching ranks in 1985-86
atAr-We Vo, where he coached
foothall and boyvs track.

ArWe-Va, he soys, has had
a run of onistanding athletes.
Fis sons, Lynn and  mwins
Todd and Tvler contributed
(o Ar-WeVas success, Lynn
earned  all-state  baskethall
and football honoes, went on
1o become o basketball starter
at Colorado State Universing
which gualified for the NCAA
Tourmament three yewrs dur
ing his career;, and then playved
professional basketball in Eu
rope, Todd, who played quar-
terbmck, and Tylen @ reediver,
were all-staters who helped
Ar-Weta qualify for the state
foothall plavoffs during theic
junior and senior years.

Teyoms  Ar-We A Tootball
reams  plaved  an exciting,
wide-open offense,

“We really did,” he h'IFﬁ
=Wy wantied e make i fun lor
the kids, kind of fun ball, Ye
up—uu:::l Llirgs vap ancl thae kicls
enjoyed "

Fun ball led 1o a0 108-G2
cord and three playoll appear-
mices in his 19 years os 8 head
football coach. In seven years
as Ar-We-Ya coach his teams
wore dd-21,

Tryon has been inducted
inio the hall of fame of both
the lowa Football Coasches
Jeanciation and Towa Track
Connches Assoclatlon,

Mearly all the Tryon broth-
gps wint o teaching and
coaching  and  enjoved  out-
slanding  success. Larry and
Dade also were inducted indo
the foothall coaches hall of
fin e,

The Tryon brothers prac-
oo their coreers of mmy JGif
ferent schoals, but there was
also o remarkable contral Towa
pisLie connecting then,

Besides lerry at Ar-We-Va
and Teflerson, there wene Bill
ar Dendson and Camroll; Dale
at Boone, Cedar Rapicds and
[vwa City on former Univer-
sity of Towa foothall coach Ray
Kagel's staff, Larry st Opclen;
Gavlord at Ames; Dick at Me-
vocki amed By at Adel,

The brothers did indeced
4 gimes coach against each
other, and somotimes broth-
ey Love temporarily gor loso
B sibllng rivalry.

“That was the tough part.”
Teyon says, “hecause mayhe
yuu'l get some hard feelings,
and samebody might oot alk
B somebody for a week or
fivn, but they'd eventually get
fver "

Overall, though, having a
Fimily of coaches was an ad-

vantage,

“You'd ger wgethoer overy

rar and have your own fam-
v cosching clinic,”™ “Trvon
says. “Or wed get together
o Saturdoys and bring pame
films and hash over questions.
You'd spend a lot of time on
the phone talking to dilferent
brothers.”

levon  proudly  memarks,
“It's really a close-knit fam-
iy Nine of the 10 children
have bhad education careers
and  another brother ook
avted oy feed-store Duslness,
Eight of the 10 children gracdu-
ated froam Buenn Wista and one
Frovim Lot State Dndversig

'I‘rlynn pol o last @sie of
conching this spring as his Ar-
We-Va junior high track team
wiort Uhe conference champl-
onship.

Tryon calls his  teaching
siing at Ar-We-Va a Cvpical
small-school  experience  in
which he goi lo koow oll the
students  through  various
COUS0S,

“The seniors [ had in gov-
ernment this year T hod in
kindergarten PE. In a small
school you kind of catch them
all,” he observes, Since he also
raught freshman Geography,
sophomere U5 History and
junior World History, he adds,
"1 basically eoded up with all
e klcls”

Trvon says of his career (ha
spanned five decades, "There
wisn't a doy that T wasn't exeit-
ed aboul going o school, Fm
laden with mixed emotions,

"Dy omve end [ oreally enjoy
what I'm cdoimg. Aller fioe de-
candes [ still really enjoy i, Bat
I alse have a greal oppoEiunily
I goe G0 work with my jood

fricnd John Replein at
Giraphie Edge.”

Tryon, who's  celebra
s G2nad bicihdoy oy,
joined Graphic Edge in Car
as a salesman, mainly resp
sible for corporate sales at
custam screen printing
wambarasbdlery Ir||£11lﬁt'ﬂ!-l. L
ty Reglein. In an incred
rags-ta-riches "l-IIITI}'. Reg
bought lowa Spocting Go
and Graphic Edge, which s
employs about 144, evel
feam that business.

Tivon helieves his coadc
experienee can alao frons
12 his sales work.

“I'm really looking fory
1 that challenge,” he say
can utilize o lot of things
e done through coscl
and put it to work ina Jdiffe
profession. The contacts, o
nizatlon, haviomg a gane
it's the same 11;{1& of appr
i the sales Buesiness,”

Tryons wife, JTerllym, |

teller o Commercial Saw
Bank.
"We weme  hiph sl

sweethearts, and she supp
el us all the way.,” Toyon sa

The Tryons” daughter T
mil, who graduaiced from
roll High Sehool, is marrie
Craig Griffith, formetly of
ol whio owns a Ford e
ship inVinton. Son Tyler w
In sales at Carooll Beomd
ing, and sons Todd and 1
own fiiness conlers in 5
Falls, 5.0, Todd, who g
terbacked  Ar-We-Ya e
played wide roceiver and
fensive back for the Siousx
Storim anern foothall tean
five yvoars and is now an a
tant coach for the team.



